WHO WE ARE:
BE STILL INC is a non-profit Christian retreat center
dedicated to pastors and missionaries.
As our name suggests, we promote Psalm 46:10, “Be still and
know that I am God.”
We encourage guests to leave their daily distractions behind
and quiet their minds with the stillness of nature, opening the
door for God to truly inspire them.

OUR MISSION:
To serve, encourage, and inspire church leaders; promoting
growth in their relationship with God, their spouse, and their
support staff.

A WORLD WITHOUT CLERGY BURNOUT

VISION: A WORLD WITHOUT CLERGY BURNOUT
Everything we do is focused on serving, encouraging, and
inspiring our Church leaders. Pastors and missionaries,
including ministry leaders, need to put effort into keeping
their relationship with God, their spouse, and support
staff strong.
Our purpose is to make that easier. We encourage guests
to remove themselves from the rush, relax, be still before
God, and rest in Him.

WE SEE INDIVIDUALS:
Going deeper with God, purposefully seeking Him in the
stillness of His creation.

WE SEE MARRIAGES:
Strengthened through undistracted intimacy in the
unadulterated beauty of nature.

WE SEE CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAMS:
Strengthening their foundation by getting off campus
and learning about each other, closing gaps in
communication, and seeking God to help them through
growth and change.
We see strong leadership in the Church, rested, with clear
vision, and a renewed passion for their ministry.
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OUR STORY:
FOUNDING OF BE STILL, INC.
Sitting in a pew in 2014, Jesse and Lindsay Urban
observed a pastor deliver a parting message to his
congregation before going on sabbatical. The Urbans
questioned if this man would return from his sabbatical
leave at all. Seeing a pastor showing visible signs
of burnout like this led to a lot of conversation and
research, and ultimately, the Urbans discovered their
purpose in life.
Be Still, Inc., a Wisconsin 501(c)3, was founded by
Jesse and Lindsay Urban in 2015.

Jesse and Lindsay Urban with their children.

A WORLD WITHOUT CLERGY BURNOUT

Leaving behind a successful career in the cranberry industry and
selling everything they had, Jesse and Lindsay were able to selffund the first phase of Be Still Retreats in November of 2016 with
5 overnight cottages. Jesse’s parents donated the use of their
beautifully renovated barn for meetings. Be Still Retreats utilizes
170 acres of the Urban Family’s 580-acre hunting sanctuary,
with 3 miles of nature trails cut throughout the area used by the
retreat. Guests are encouraged to leave their distractions behind and
get alone with God in nature. Christian clergy and ministry leaders
who become members of Be Still Retreats can book up to a 7-night
stay and use as many of the cottages as they need—all for FREE.

Be Still Retreats Meeting Barn
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CURRENT CRISIS:
RECENT BURNOUT STATS

A WORLD WITHOUT CLERGY BURNOUT

2021 MENTALLY HEALTHY: 60%

CONSIDERING
QUITTING
IN 2021:
38%

2016 MENTALLY HEALTHY: 85%

The most current data from the Barna Research
Group (Oct. 2021) indicates that 38% of all clergy
have “given real, serious, consideration to quitting
being in full-time ministry within the last year.” The
same polling data from 2021 shows that only 60%
of ministers rate their mental wellbeing as good or
excellent, down significantly from the 2016 number,
which was 85%. That trend is not ok. And that’s
why we decided to create Be Still Retreats—a place
specifically for pastors that isn’t focused on the
Church, but rather the leaders of the Church.

?
?

OUR IMPACT

We realize that every pastor that visits
Be Still Retreats impacts thousands
of people through their home church
as well as local, regional, national, and
global missions. We have been called
to help strengthen the ties that bind
these. Be Still Retreats helps impact
the world with the work that God does
through the leaders that visit our retreat.

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
Be Still Retreats values continuous
improvement. We added a day cabin
in 2019 at the end of our cottage
driveway, tucked into the trees
overlooking our wildflower field.
Local ministers can get away for a
day in quiet before God to pray, prep
sermons, or rest.

Be Still Retreats day and overnight cabins for guests.
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FUTURE PROJECTS
OLIVE TREE TERRACE
We have plans for an outdoor terrace and trail
renovations to be presented for future capital fundraising
campaigns. Improvements always focus on enriching
guest’s personal relationship with God, their spouse, and
support staff.
• Drawings and structural
design����������������������� $3,500
• Building permit��������� $500

• Concrete work���� $38,400
• Sculpture with
water feature����������$5,000

• Excavating, lawn and
landscaping������������ $5,500

• Fire Table����������������� $7,000

• Plumbing������������������$9,500

• Pizza oven������������� $16,800

• Electrical����������������� $11,000

• Covered Pergola��� $48,500

• Fireplace���������������� $16,600

• Gas piping�������������� $4,000

THE TOTAL COMES TO $166,300
Olive Tree Terrace Renderings
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2017: 374 GUESTS
2018: 704 GUESTS
2019: 1,165 GUESTS
2020: 1,253 GUESTS
2021:
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SUPPORT
WE OFFER ALL OUR RETREATS AT
NO COST TO CLERGY AND MISSIONARIES.
WE HAVE OVER 1,000 MEMBERS FROM
500 DIFFERENT CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
AND MINISTRIES.
BE STILL RETREATS IS 100% PUBLIC
SUPPORTED.
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THE PROBLEM

Be Still Retreats is consistently fully booked 3 months
out. This would be a great thing if the goal was to be
booked at capacity, but our goal is to meet the respite
needs of clergy in order to prevent burnout–and the
need exceeds our capacity. This problem isn’t unique
to free retreats. We’re finding that even retreat facilities
that charge are booked at capacity nationwide.
The time and expense to build more retreat facilities
across the country is too great to meet the immediate
demand. We know from firsthand experience and guest
testimonies that sabbath rest with God revitalizes a
person in a way that is unmatched by anything else.
We have prayed since our start that the moment
we reached capacity at Be Still Retreats, God would
provide a way to expand our ministry, and He has.
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EXPANSION PLAN:
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THE SOLUTION
BE STILL bnb
A web-based directory site, which functions at the same level of the
most competitive travel sites in the world, without the price tag.
Vacation-booking directory sites like Airbnb and VRBO have grown
significantly in popularity as the traveler’s first choice in booking a
place to stay overnight while traveling. A person can sign into one
of these sites, search a directory of properties all over the world,
and book nights of stay at locations which they would otherwise
never have had access.
The rate for these stays ranges widely while Airbnb and VRBO get
the biggest payouts. Airbnb has made billions of dollars connecting
travelers with hosts.
We looked at this concept of utilizing existing real estate to host
people and realized God had paved a way for us to provide respite
for clergy nationwide, using property He has already blessed other
servant-hearted people with stewardship over!
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BE STILL bnb
HOW IT WORKS
Hosts donate blocks of time at their property and Christian clergy and ministry leaders
gain access to the directory with free membership to BE STILL bnb. The custom software
systems needed to operate BE STILL bnb are the backbone of the entire program.

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT
Be Still, Inc. has employed the professional services of Ruby Garage, a software
developer in Ukraine to design and build BE STILL bnb. Ruby Garage has delivered
the lean canvas of startup, user roles, feature breakdown list, work breakdown
structure, technology stack proposal, AWS hosting proposal, MVP, and Post MVP
project proposals.
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SCALABILITY
1. FUTURE GENERATIONS
We know that without innovation and succession, ministries die. We aim to set Be Still Inc.
up to be here for generations to come.

2. INCOME STREAM
BE STILL bnb is not only a way to fulfill our vision to broaden our reach and provide
respite nationwide, but it will also provide an income stream (through the nominal
membership fee) able to fund both BE STILL bnb and Be Still Retreats.

3. EXPANSION
Our projections show we will not only sustain Be Still, Inc., but also open the door to being
able to self-fund expansion projects at Be Still Retreats, as well as build a Foundation to
grant money to other Kingdom-building ministries in the future!

A WORLD WITHOUT CLERGY BURNOUT

IMAGINE WITH US…
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A WORLD WITHOUT CLERGY BURNOUT.
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FAQ
WHAT WILL BE STILL bnb ACTUALLY DO?

WHAT WILL MEMBERSHIP COST?

BE STILL bnb will be a vacation booking directory
website similar to Airbnb or VRBO. The key difference
is we invite property owners with a heart to fight
clergy burnout to host on our website and they
actually list blocks of time at their amazing properties
to be used by members of BE STILL bnb.

Christian clergy and missionaries enjoy free
membership. Public membership to BE STILL bnb
will cost $9.99 annually.

WHO CAN BECOME A BE STILL bnb
MEMBER?
Christian clergy and missionaries will be able to use
BE STILL bnb after clergy membership approval.
The general public can access properties across
BE STILL bnb and book after becoming a public
member for a nominal fee.

HOW MUCH ARE NIGHTLY STAYS?
Christian clergy will have access to view and reserve
FREE stays donated by the hosts. The public will pay
posted rates depending on the property.

WHAT DOES IT COST TO LIST A PROPERTY?
Hosts can list their property for free when agreeing
to donate a specificed number of stays to Christian
clergy members.
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EXPANSION ESTIMATED COSTS

LAUNCH COST: $250,000
FUNDS RAISED: $85,000

GOAL DEADLINE: DECEMBER 31, 2021
FULL FUNDING TO ENSURE THE
PROJECT IS NOT DELAYED
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MARKETING PLAN
1. EXISTING NETWORKS
We will work with our existing networks of denominational offices to spread the
word to churches nationwide about what we are doing and who we aim to onboard
as a host.

2. PROPERTY AND VACATION HOMEOWNERS
We are considering using addressable geofencing, targeting multiple property
owners and vacation homeowners, as well as with search retargeting and site
retargeting online.

3. REGIONAL PASTORS AND MINISTRY LEADERS
In the regions with our largest amount of onboarded hosts, we will target pastors
and ministry leaders for potential membership, broadening out to cover the nation
after that.
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TIMELINE

NOVEMBER
2021:

DECEMBER
2021:

DECEMBER 31
2021:

FEBRUARY
2022:

MAY
2022:

WEBSITE
DEVELOPMENT
BEGINS

HOST
MARKETING
BEGINS

TARGET
DEADLINE
FOR FULL
FUNDING

MEMBER
MARKETING
BEGINS

BE STILL
BNB
GOES LIVE.
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BACKGROUND AND BIO

Jesse is a faith-driven visionary, valuing integrity and legacy. He developed
his work ethic growing up on a cranberry farm, gleaning everything he could
from his father. At 18-years-old, Jesse partnered with his father and mother
to start Urban Processing, LLC, a cranberry processing company. Jesse
graduated high school and immediately jumped into the COO position.
From 2001 to 2011 Urban Processing grew from a “mom and pop” operation
to the second largest cranberry processor in the world behind Ocean Spray
Cranberries. The Urbans sold the business to Mariani Packing Co. of California
in 2011 with Jesse assuming the role of Director of Operations and Capital
Expansions in Wisconsin.
Jesse developed and managed a $10M capital expansion project in his first
year with the company, tripling the capacity of the operations; coming in on
time and under-budget.
Jesse made the best decision of his life in 2005, when he married his
best friend, Lindsay. God has blessed them with three children, Ruby (14),
Breckin (12), and Archer (9). Jesse and Lindsay moved their family to
Plainfield, WI, in 2015, when they founded Be Still, Inc. and have operated
it full-time ever since.
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Jesse (right) and Lindsay Urban

TEAM
GENERAL MANAGER - JILL KURSZEWSKI
Jill has over 10 years of experience working with nonprofits - building and growing fundraising programs,
communication platforms, and special events. Jill is a strong communicator, having begun her career as a
newspaper journalist. Her passion to give back to others took her into the nonprofit sector, working first
in healthcare and then moving to the Boys & Girls Club. She has experience in leading giving programs
and supporting a successful $27 million capital campaign to build a joint facility for the Boys & Girls Club,
YMCA, and VA Clinic. In her most recent work, she served as the president of the board of directors for the
Boys & Girls Club in addition to her full-time role as the executive director of a hospital foundation.

ONBOARDING SPECIALIST - (TBD)
Our onboarding specialist will help develop Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for onboarding of
Members and Hosts and train an onboarding team as needed. The onboarding team will be web-trained
individuals who can approve memberships, assist with host onboarding questions, and eventually investigate
and handle any traveler/host disputes.

IT MANAGER - (TBD)
Our IT Manager will handle website and software maintenance as well as future integration and development.
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EMAIL: JESSE@BESTILLRETREATS.ORG
PHONE: 715-451-8808
WEBSITES: BESTILLRETREATS.ORG & BESTILLBNB.ORG
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